
Origin Stories: 
A Study in Genesis 

Welcome to  

Grantham MB Church  



 

Sunday, July 12
th
, 2026 

 

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who 

gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”  
Romans 8:1-2 (NIV) 

 
 

Call to Worship 
 

  King of Heaven 
 

Greeting & Prayer ~ Psalm 119 
 

Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing) 
This Is Amazing Grace 

Thy Word 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Scripture: Genesis 25:19-34  
 

Children’s Prayer Time 
 

Scripture: Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9,18-23  
 

Sermon: Pastor Michael VandenEnden 
“Origin Stories: Jacob, Esau, and a God of Surprises” 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

I Am Not Skilled to Understand (WT#193) 
 

Prayer of Confession 

Ministry Focus & Prayer of Intercession  

Offering 
 

Sent out into the World 
 

As We Go 
 

Benediction 
 

Passing the Peace 
 
 
 
 

Prelude: Brittany Koop 
Song Leader: Nancy Boese 
Service Leader: Elaine Van Schyndel 
Scripture Reader: Bill Jackson 



TODAY:   
 

10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship Time 
10:30 AM ~ Worship Service  

 

**Children will remain in the service** 

Nursery (ages 0-3): Milay Tweneboa & Kenna Janzen-Dyck  
 

After the service ~ Library Open & Freezies Available 
While supplies last, you can look forward to freezies after every 
worship service this summer! We seem to have an abundance, 
and appreciate your help clearing them out!  
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY:   
 

10:00 AM ~ Coffee Fellowship Time 
10:30 AM ~ Outdoor Worship Service 

Get your lawn chairs, umbrellas, water bottles, and sunscreen ready! 
 

**Children will remain in the service** 

Nursery (ages 0-3): Drop-in for a guardian and their child(ren)  
 

Scripture: Genesis 28:10-19; Ps. 139:1-12; Romans 8:12-25; Matt. 13:24-30,36-43   
Sermon: Pastor Tabitha VandenEnden 
 
After the service ~ Library Open & BBQ with Who?! (see insert for details) 
 
 

THIS WEEK: 
 

THURS: Men’s Breakfast @ 569 Lake St……………………………..……...8:30 AM  
 

FRI: Youth Volunteer Training for SBA………………………………………10:30 AM 
 
 

UPCOMING: 
 

July 27-30 ~ Church Office Closed: Contact Pastor Tabitha directly for urgent 
needs, tabitha@granthamchurch.ca 

Sunday, August 16 ~ Worship Service followed by Peach Social 

Saturday, August 29 ~ Trivia Night 

September 25-27 ~ Church Retreat at Camp Crossroads 



JOINING TOGETHER IN PRAYER: 
We want to raise the needs of our community and our world before God 
(Philippians 4:6). If you have prayer requests, please bring them to a pastor or 
any member of the Congregational Care Committee. 
 

• This time of year, many of our members travel to spend time away on 

vacation.  Please pray for traveling mercies, good health, and safe returns.  
May God be present to them in their leisure, and may they share in God’s 
grace while visiting other Christian congregations. 

 

• Mennonite World Conference (MWC): Please pray for our sisters and 
brothers in Colombia. They write: “Pray that as disciples of Jesus Christ, 
while continuing to raise our voices to proclaim hope, peace, and 
reconciliation; we also courageously denounce every work that incites 
destruction and death.” 

 

• Camp Crossroads: Junior week for ages 11 & 12 begins today. Pray for the 

speaker, Josh Janzen, to be led by the Spirit as he shares during chapel 
times and for campers and staff to respond to God’s prompting. Pray for 
unity among the staff and for them to learn dependence on Jesus as they 
serve in their roles and take on new responsibilities. Pray for health and 
safety for all.   

 

• Multiply: Pray for Alex & Carla Suderman Multiply workers in Germany. Pray 

for the new church plant in Dortmund, Neues Leben, new discipleship 
strategies and creative initiatives, and the Pickaxe project, engaging others 
with Jesus through music and the arts. 

 
 

(Prayers of last Sunday, July 5
th

) 

• ONMB: Our fellow MB congregation, Scott St. Church, and their new lead 

Pastor, Jordan Duerrstein. 

• MWC: Venezuela after being struck by two earthquakes  

• Camp Crossroads: Kids Week 

• Multiply: A & R, Multiply workers in Europe & Central Asia.  

 

 
Pray for One Another  
While prayer requests and/or notes of thanks will continue to be collected every 
Communion Sunday with the offering, prayer cards can also be received every 
Sunday in the foyer basket labelled “Prayer Requests.” Grantham’s 
Congregational Care team will collect these weekly. 



JOINING TOGETHER IN SERVICE: 

      August 8 Learning Trip – Woodland Cultural Centre 

This summer our Mission Committee is organizing a learning trip to Woodland 

Cultural Centre in Brantford, ON.  Visit woodlandculturalcentre.ca to learn more 

about the Centre.  

 

Come join us! Based on your feedback we have selected August 8 for our trip.  

If you would still like to join us, please email Pastor Tabitha by July 15 so that 

we can book your spot.  The cost to visit the Center and School is $32/adult and 

$27/child.   We are aiming to leave St. Catharines at 9:30 a.m. and will return 

around 3:00 p.m. You will need to pack lunch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Summer Bible Adventure Week is almost here! In just one week, our church 

will be filled with children learning about Jesus through music, crafts, Bible 

stories, games, and more. The excitement continues to grow as we continue to 

prepare for a great week together!  
 

While many plans have already come together, there are still details to finalize in 

the days ahead. We ask for your prayers, that God would continue to provide for 

our needs and for wisdom and energy for our staff and volunteers in these final 

days of preparations. Please also pray for each child, family, and volunteer who 

will join us next week. We give thanks to God for this opportunity and look 

forward to seeing God at work throughout our time together at SBA! 

Please pray for our  

Summer Bible Adventure Week! 



JOINING TOGETHER IN COMMUNITY: 

G r a n t h a m  M e n ’ s  E v e n t  
Welland Jackfish Baseball Game 

August 13, 2026 @ 7:05pm 
Cost: $16-$25 (to be confirmed) 

Welland Stadium • 90 Quaker Road 

~ Sign up in the foyer by TODAY ~ 

Questions? Contact Emily in the church office 
 

 

July 19 ~ BBQ with Who?! 
(Grantham’s summer edition of Guess Who’s Coming to Lunch?) 
Everyone is invited to participate in this fun way of getting to know 

our Grantham family better.  Individuals and families can sign up as 
either guests or hosts.  
Hosts: provide their home, BBQ (chicken, sausage, burgers, hotdogs etc.), 
and drinks.  
Guests: bring salad (leaf, pasta, potato, etc.) or dessert.  

Guests will be assigned a surprise location, group, and type of dish to bring. 
Hosts will have the surprise of who is coming over! These details are emailed 

out the week of the event, and locations & groups are revealed at church that 
morning.  
Sign-up sheets are in the foyer.  If you sign up as a host, please write down 
the number of people you can accommodate. Please sign up by TODAY. 

~ Please contact the church office if you have any questions ~ 
 
 

July 24 – Campfire Sing-along! 

Get ready for more summer fun with songs & 

s’mores; Campfire Sing-along is back! Come join 

us on Friday July 24 in the Grantham parking lot 

at 7:00 p.m.  All ages are welcome to attend this 

fun evening of singing silly songs, eating yummy 

s’mores, and enjoying a fire.  Please send Pastor 

Tabitha a quick email if you plan to attend, along with the number of people 

in your group.  (We want to make sure there’s enough chocolate for 

everyone!)  

Don’t forget to bring your lawn chairs and bug spray! 



JOINING TOGETHER IN LEARNING: 

Origin Stories: A Study in Genesis 
 

In Genesis 12 God promises Abram: 

I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing… 

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 

This promise is not only the beginning of God’s plan to redeem the world 
through Jesus Christ.  It is also the origin of a particular people through 
whom God works his plan of salvation:  the descendants of Abraham, a great 
nation, who will be blessed by God and through whom all the peoples on 
earth will be blessed.  Anyone who confesses faith in Christ belongs to this 
particular people that began with the promise to Abraham.  For those who 
are in Christ Jesus, Abraham is our ancestor, and we are his descendants. 

Join us this summer as sermons from the book of Genesis delve into our 
family history, the family of faith.  Stories range from the good, to the bad, to 
the ugly… but through it all God is revealed to be faithful to his promises and 
relentless in his plan to redeem all of creation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image: Landscape With Stars, Henri Edmond Cross, 1905-1908. 



COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS: 
 
COMMUNITY POP-UP:  
Join us for a joyful community afternoon for all ages! 
Saturday, July 18 @ 1:00 - 3:00 pm - Grace Mennonite Church, 677 Niagara St. 

 

For Children 

Choose a FREE children’s book and receive a Read-to-Me plushie, 
       bookmark, and reward sticker. 

 

For Friends of Seniors 
Free Bear & Blanket Care Kits to help brighten someone’s day. 
 

For Everyone 
Free lemonade and cookies (while supplies last). 
 

Plus! Free prize draw for a $25 gift certificate from MCC Thrift! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Bulletin Cover Image: Mironov, Andreĭ (Andreĭ Nikolaevich), 1975-. Esau and 
Jacob, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. 

Staff Information: 

Office Manager & Ministry Assist.: Emily Fast, office@granthamchurch.ca 

Worship Coordinator: Ruth Wiebe, ruth@granthamchurch.ca  

Senior’s Care Coordinator: Marg Fast, marg@granthamchurch.ca 

Children & Youth Ministry Coordinator: Taya Himes, taya@granthamchurch.ca 

Co-Lead Pastor: Tabitha VandenEnden, tabitha@granthamchurch.ca 

Co-Lead Pastor: Michael VandenEnden, michael@granthamchurch.ca 

Facilities: Hank VanSchyndel 

Caretaker: Carol Isaac 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs; 9:30am-1:30pm 

www.GranthamChurch.ca 

469 Grantham Avenue, St. Catharines, ON L2M 3J2 

Phone: 905-935-5811; Email: office@granthamchurch.ca 


